


Our church stands under God
Shared with the congregation on June 11, 2017

Here on this empty knoll

Where should the church

he placed exactly?

How far from the road?

How about twenty feet to the left?
Five feet back to the right?

Oh, the decisions the families faced!
Our church stands under God

How many pews,

and how long should each one be?

And who came up with the idea

not to have a center aisle?

Should there be a balcony, and, if so, how large?
What about the number of windows

in the sanctuary?

Why aren’t they stained again?

Oh, the decisions the families faced!

Our church stands under Ged.

And hiring the first pastor,

and the second, and the third?

Who decides this?

What hymnal do we use?

And just when do we baptize these babies?
And how do we go about getting members?
Oh, the decisions our people made.

Our church stands under God.

And music and warship

And electric lights.

What? How does that honor our history!

We are getting rid of our wood burning stove
in the sanctuary?

And the high pulpit? You're doing what?
You're taking that down?

Oh, the decisions our people made.

Our church stands under God.

The choir, the choir’s robes, the minister’s salary,

The Lecture Hall should have one bathroom or two?
Organ and piano?

And the color here in the sanctuary,

is that ctassic federal blue on the walls,

or true American blue, or country heather blue?

And two yellow ribbons out front — oh, save those trees!
Oh, the decisions our people made.

QOur church stands under God.

MB .

Qur church stands under God because it couldn’t stand
any other way. '

We are not to honor ourselves.

We are not to get our own way.

We are not to ask “What’s in it for me?”

We are to do what we are called to do, honor God.

Our church stands for God

because our church has heen built for God

and we, given our heritage, will cantinue to honor God.
This is our truth.

This is our histary; so much has changed to keep this
church as a monument to God,

not as a museum to the past.

The old glass cabinets in the rear of the sanctuary

hold history it's true—and the history says this,

“Our church stands under God.”

As we honor the past, we see today.

Remember what we've done, and live what you have
inherited...

Our church stands under God.

Our church stands under God.

—William Hagenbuch
June/luly pastor's page

Psalm 145:18
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From OQur Conference - merging of PNEC and South PA. conferences

1. The Penn Northeast Conference Board of Directors. at the June 8, 2017, meeting appointed the Rev. Dr.
Bonnie I.. Bates. to the position of Designated-Term Conference Minister, beginning September 1, 2017,

Rev. Bates is currently serving as Associate Association Minister for Congregational Vitality and
Development for the Eastern Ohio/Westcrn Reserve Associations of the Ohio Conterence, United Church of
Christ. Prior to this she served as local church pastor in the New York Conference. Her first career focus was in
organizational management and human resource development in non-profit companies.

Rev. Bates earned the Masters of Divinity, and the Doctor of Ministry in Transformative Leadership at
Colgate Rochester Crozer Divinity School. She has participated in numerous continuing educational and
professional development programs. most notably dealing with COACH training, and Boundary Awareness
training.

Rev. Bates comes to us very highly recommended from her reterences: as a person of deep faith, having
great organizational skills, being a wise, prophetic leader, and having a passion and enthusiasm for pastoral
leadership, along with a healthy sense of humor, and a great singing voice.

Bonnie is married, the mother of a son, and the grandmother of three.

We look forward to her leadership among us as we discern together where our Still Speaking God is
leading us and challenging us to be and to become.

A brief explanation of the position title "Designated-Term." This tcrm indicates the intent of our Board
for leadership in the next 3 years which addresses many transformational issues. Why only 3 years? The work of
the Transition Team which has been meeting for the past year or so to study the possibilities of a merger with the
Pennsylvania Southeast Conference has anticipated that it will take the better part of 3 years to make any
recommendation to merge. We needed to appoint a leader for this specific period of time, with this specific
responsibility, in addition to all the other duties and responsibilities of being cur Conference Minister.

Please feel free to contact me with specific questions. Thank you for your support. We are in this
business of being church together.

Barbara Hanks. Moderator

Transition Team
2. The transition team is exciled to share good news! At our annual meeting, we voted in favor of the
resolution Lo support our conversations to explore a merger of our two conferences. and now this past weekend.
the Pennsylvania Southeast Conference also voted to affirm the rcsolution. Now that we are formally entered
into conversations together, the transition team is now looking to transition as well. The current team was
formed by the Board of Directors to bring us to this point. Now, the team needs to expand and gather a group of
people with the leadership skills to guide our conference through the process of exploring a possible merger with
PSEC to form a new Penn East Conference. We will are developing a Conference Merger Team to move us
through this process.

We are looking for visionary lcaders. We are hoping lo form a diverse team of people with various skill sets
to help us move through this discernment process. We are looking for five people to join our moderator, Barbara
Hanks, to participate with this team. There will be six people from each conference including the two conference
ministers who will help lead us in this process. If you are interested in serving on this team, ¢ *, i, f_-. foran
apphcatlon to express your interest. Please fill out this application and email it to Barbara Hanks at:

[ + before July 31st.

As we make this transition, we ask tor your pravers. Prayers for the leaders, the Boards, for our local

churches of both conferences, that together we can be the hands, feet, and heart of Jesus Christ in the world.

Thank you for your consideration!

Peace, Joanne
Rev. Joanne P. Marchetto
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BOARDS
TRUSTEES

DEACONS

June 12" 2017

Present for the meeting were Ginny Ahearn, Gail Batzel, Kay Gow, Teresa Lamberson, Pastor Will and
Tammy Stout.

New Business: Zeb Feduchak, Chris Graf, Brooke Zupanovich( 2017 High School graduates); Rebecca Gardner,
and Laura Moser { 2017 College graduates); Alex Empet, Bailey Reuss, Ethan Rodriguez and Tanner Stout{ 2017
6" grade graduates ). All HS and College graduates were invited to attend Grads and Dads service on June 18"

.Teresa had a storage box made for the portable communton supplies. She will be donating this in memory of her
husband Pat.

Next meeting is July 10" @ 7pm.
STEWARDSHIP

The June 15" meeting convened at 7:15pm. Present included : Dottir Hagenbuch,Pastor Will. Kay Gow,
JoAnn Titus, Lisa Hahn, Craig Stout,Peggy Empet and Evan Clarkson.

The meeting was almost entirely devoted to the Tiffany investments which were bequeathed to the
church. JoAnn invited Mr. Leet and Mr. Soden, Certified Financial Planners from Rick l.eet Agency to speak with
Stewardship Committee concerning how the monies which are currently in mutual funds with Nationwide
Insurance might be invested or maximize the return on the investments. The gentlemen gave us an abundance of
information{ including handouts ) and suggestions which gave us “food for thought * not only for the Tiffany
investments, but for all of us on a personal level.  Mr. Leet inquired as to whether the church had an immediate
use or need for the Tiffany money. The stipulation in following the Tiffany's wishes is for the money to be used
for a building project. not church improvements or general improvements. Several members questioned if the
Tiffany Request could be used to fund a new church sign?

A number of questions were answered by Mt. Leet and Mr. Soden concerning how the money might be
invested. Mr. Leet stated if it is to be used within a year, keeping it in the bank was his recommendation.

The first step in the process is to transfer the money from the Tiffany Estate to the church. This will be
accomplished with an application and 2 signatures( Dave Schulte and Lisa Hahn ) delivered to Rick Leet Agency
in New Milford. Rick Leet is to contact Russell Tiffany to ask if his family would approve the use of hisparents
gift for the new sign.

June 11™ a vote was taken by the church members as to whether we should build a new sign, the design
proposed as well as the cost. The vote was a tie and church president Dave Schulte cast a “ nay “tie breaker.
Because there was not a majority vote, the sign project will be revisited at a later date.

Pastor Will suggested a letter be crafied by Stewardship Committec to be read to the congregation
expressing our continued support of one another in the spirit of congregationalism and fove. JoAnn with Evan's
presence will read it at church on Sunday, June 18. It will also be printed in the Spire.

Lisa has been working very hard in her new position as church treasurer to understand our extensive
financial records. She is hoping to transform the recording process into statements which are manageable and
more easily understood by the congregation.

Before the meeting ended we all shared personal concerns in our busy lives and felt the kindness, love
and support from one another as Pastor Will sent us home with his uplifting prayer for each of us.

Peggy Empet, Secretary Pro Tem
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