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Being a Christian is Like Being a
Pumpkin

God picks you from the patch, brings

you in, and washes all the dirt off you
may have gotten from the other
pumpkins.

Then he cuts the top off and scoops out
all the yucky stuff. He removes the

seeds of doubt, hate, greed, e‘{cc.,"“ :
then He carves you a new smiling face
and puts His light inside you to s ’ine %

for all the world to see.

. This message was gg_gged an to me
N ‘from an‘cfﬁer pumpkin that)va picked |
3 from the patch Share this W|th othel
including those who may still S’é"in he k
pumpkin patch.




Pastor’s Page

Dear Congregation,

The new sanctuary windows open. I

We can now hear what our neighbors need.

What do our neighbors need?

They need to know God hears them. | o

They need to know God cares.

They need to know God is present.

They also need to see and hear God.

And this is where we, the congregation, step in.
This is where we, the congregation, become
whom we are called to be: the hands and feet

of Jesus.

God’s beautiful, historic church may look the same from a distance, but something has changed.

What has changed? We have. As the sanctuary was rededicated, we, too, are rededicated to loving

Christ by serving others in His name.

Our Stewardship Committee will help us see who we are, and how we are. The four special Sundays
during the month of October will enable us to see what our open windows—and our open hearts—

can do. Join us as we understand what—and how—giving to our neighbors brings light and life to the

community and to us.

We can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.

Philippians 4:13




This isn’t just about the money;

this is about how we serve.

| see the passion this church has for Christ. | see it in your faces, feel it in your hearts, and
experience it with you when we answer Christ’s call to serve others. We are a church that
loves. We are a church that reaches out. We are a church that sees the world as it is and
know that, with our Lord, we can make a difference. We can BE the difference not by our
strength, our vision, or our plans. No, we lean on and look to Christ because, yes, we can do
all things through Christ who strengthens us!
(Philippians 4:13).

3 But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your
servant, * and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone else.
“> For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his

life as a ransom for many.”

— Mark 10:43-45




Stewardship message
by Kay Gow

Built on Solid Ground

In her 218 years, our church has seen many storms of all kinds come to assail her.
She has survived floods, blizzards, hurricanes and much more; but this past May fifteenth’s
hail storm did extensive damage; yet proudly she stands. Why? Because she was built on
solid ground with a firm belief in Jesus Christ. The founders of this church built her with
good old Yankee know-how and staunch determination.

Through the years changes have been made and once more change is here. We have
new siding, windows, carpet, and pew cushions. So we could say behold “All things are
new”, yet still we stand on solid ground with Jesus as our guide, protector, friend, and rock.

CHRIST

JESUS

| PR E CHIER
~CORNERSTONE

Pressing On

What do we do when things around us are damaged? Do we fall apart and lament our
troubles to anyone who will listen? Or do we pick up the pieces and press on with the work
Jesus Christ has given to us?

As Paul mentions in his letter to the Philippians, he forgets the things which are
behind and reaches to the things which are before him; pressing on to the prize and high
calling of God in Christ Jesus.

Looking to Jesus, our church is pressing on by persevering and not letting Mother
Nature’s storm defeat us. The solid ground on which she stands will never fail her. Jesus is,
and always will be, her firm foundation.




Let the wind blow

We gather today as the first-century Christians did so long ago. They 3 D\
were waiting for the comforter Jesus had promised would come. The comforter : 7
did come with a mighty roarlng wind. The wind brought the Holy Spirit which

gave the disciples a burning inner zeal to spread the Good News about salvation by believing
in Jesus and accepting Him as Savior.

When the wind blows with rain, hail, snow, and ice, it may bring disaster. If a disaster
happens, people respond in different ways. Some will cry, rant, rave, and say; “Why me?”

We who believe in Jesus may not always understand why things happen, but we know
Jesus has the master plan. His love, guidance, care, and protection are always with us keeping
us on solid ground. So, let the wind blow. Who knows what may happen?

A Time and Season

~ “Atime and season for everything” so it says in Ecclesiastes 3: 1.

«*V We have seen this verse come to life with the recent storm damage to our
beautiful, historic church and many homes in the community. We continue to

replace the things which were damaged. Once again we worship in the sanctuary at the time

God has appointed. The solid ground and firm foundation of our beliefs will remain and carry

us through whatever trials or storms may come.
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7Ir Message from the

Stewardship Committee

It’s not About the Money, it’s About How We Serve.

Look around you! In this world today, so many churches are sharing pastors, sharing buildings, and just
“not making it”. But here at First Congregational, because of the commitment of our flock, we have been
able to stand strong.

This years stewardship campaign in October focuses on not just how well we can donate to our causes,
but how we can continue to give of ourselves and our talents. Our windows were shattered and replaced
with new ones that we can see through, ever so clearly. Are you seeing things a little clearer? Are you
ready to step up and step out to do something that you never thought you really could or would? NOW IS
THE TIME!!

Please take the time to really look at the time and talent sheet that you return with your pledge. It’s
THAT important!! Thank you for your dedication . Pray on this. You won’t regret it!

The Stewardship Committee




First Congregational Church UCC
2018
Commitment Card
“Opening New Windows”
In response to God’s gifts and to grow in faithfulness by
giving to God’s church and the world:
In the next calendar year the church will

receive a contribution of

S per
(Week) (Month) (Year)

(Please circle one)

Please apply the pledge above as follows:
General budget
for Our Churches Wider Mission (OCWM)
for Capital Fund (Property Improvement)
Building Fund
Sign Fund
Church Cupboard
Youth/Community Outreach
Other

wv» un n un n n un n n

Other

Name(s)

Signature

Date

Return this side to the
financial secretary, or mail to
the office,

or deposit in the collection
plate
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Commitment Card
“Opening New Windows”
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Other
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Please detach and retain this
copy for your records




2018-Time and Talents

Altar Flowers-provide
Bible Study

Candle Lighting
Choir singing

Cocoa donate

Coftee Hour help & food
Church up-keep

Disaster Kit items

Drive folks

Food-covered dish meals
Funeral Dinners/help or food
Game On-pay for food/snacks
Golf Tournament help

Greeter at double doors
Knitting/Crocheting

Memorial Garden-help

Missionary Group

Monday 9:30AM mtg-attend
Nursery sitting
Peanut butter donate

Pick up folks for church

Read on Sundays
Serve on a committee
Sewing group
Soup/cookie ministry
Sponsor Spire
Sunday school helper
Ugly Quilts

Usher

Visit shut-ins
Willing Workers
Yard clean-up help

Youth/Community outreach-donation
Youth/Community outreach help

Other

Name

Telephone

Email
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August Council Minutes

Pastor Will opened with Mark 7:18 and prayer.
Financial Secretary: Sent in by Dottie Hagenbuch. Giving was down during the summer.

Treasurer: Julie Gardner. The insurance checks are currently covering the hail damage re-
pairs.
Discussion about the Golf Tournament profits. $5000 will go into the General Fund
and the remainder will be used to help pay for a currently undefined special project or
needed piece of equipment. Judy Mitchell and Holli Chichester will research new
printing options.

Church Cupboard: Maureen Warren. Currently serving 3 families and 5 individuals.
Clerk: Three deaths and three baptism to date.

Cradle Roll: Holli Chichester. Two blankets and letters were sent to the families of recently
baptism children. Letters and books were sent to four children on their birthdays.

Game-On: Weather impacted many of the planned events, but Movie Night and a trip to the
park were held. Game-On will resume September 28.

Historian: Attendance for August was as follows: 49, 65, 65, 42

Trustees: Harry Gardner. The carpet has been installed, pew cushions have been ordered,
the steeple will be repaired and fiberglass panels may need replaced, damaged screens
replaced, bids are being reviewed for the outside painting, the lecture hall needs to be
leveled in the future, the gutters and downspouts need to be cleaned out and will be re-
place in the near future, looking into gutter shields, have signed a contract with Lindsey
Oil for oil, checking out propane costs, the roof will be repaired in the future (spring)
with 50 year shingles.

Willing Workers: Ellen Holdredge. Served a funeral dinner for the Brainards. Filled and
manned the Log Cabin at the fair, all of the fudge and the cookies have been sold, the

Roast Beef Dinner will be November 17", November 7 at 7:00 will be the Willing
Worker big group meeting.

Pastor’s Report:

-ICMM (Ice Cream Ministry Mondays) With the older Sunday school kids, I delivered
Ice cream sandwiches to those around the town of Harford, during the dinner hour, six
times. We enjoyed sending the simple, direct message of God’s love wrapped in a great
summertime dessert.

-] attended Taco Bell night, movie night and a Game Day in the church’s parking lot.



-I enjoyed a wonderful meeting with Conference Minister Rev. Dr. Bonnie Bates where
we discussed ministry, my doctoral studies, and the future of the church.

-It was such a joy to ]izlan and officiate the August baptisms of Conner Douglas Robert
Phelps on August 12™ and Sophia Elyse Feduchak on August 19"™. Meeting these young
parents and helping them baptize their infants to Christ was a beautiful gift to all of us.

-I stood outside the dining hall all day with our kids who took turns with making dog
toys from strips of old tee shirts for our ARC (Animal Resource Center). With these
toys, we invited passersby to give rather than “get” and with strangers and some familiar
faces, I had a very successful day talking about God’s love, church, and care.

-I am working with Craig and Tammy Stout on GAME ON plans for the 2018-2019
school year. Prayers here are welcome!

-I am working with the MVSD to create a prayer service on September 9" and working
with Robert Fisher and Kay Gow on a meaningful rededication service in the sanctuary
on September 9™, Join us!

-I am working with Kim and Ray Eppley as the couple has decided to renew their
wedding vows. The renewal will happen on their wedding anniversary, September 18™.

-Summertime has enabled me to have longer, more casual visits with shut-ins and those
I do not see often given my schedule. I continue to visit those hospitalized and appreci-
ate when you, the congregation, share news of those who need a pastoral visit.
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Deacon Minutes
September 10, 2018
-Kay opened the meeting with Psalm 85:1-7

-October 7" World Wide Communion- Servers will be David, Ginny, Kay and Tammy.
-October 28" First Responders Service with Pot Luck Dinner

-April 28" Worship will honor community leaders

-November 11th Christmas Card Signing for Community

-November 25" Tree Lighting

-December 24" Christmas Eve service

Next meeting will be October 15" at 7 pm



Stewardship Minutes
September 20, 2018

Julie Gardner shared the Treasurer’s Report noting that the Golf Tournament grossed $7,000 and what a
significant fund raiser it is. Discussion followed as how we all need to be aware and be strongly supportive
of this event next year. Stewardship needs to begin planning in February of 2019 as to how we can actively
contribute our time and talents to this event. This year the $3,719 profit from the Fair Dinner was divided
between ARC (Animal Rescue Committee) and Youth and Outreach Activities. Julie shared that $136,960
in insurance money has been received so far, and expenses have been $79,585 for the hail damage. A new
roof, steeple repair, and pew cushions are still to be covered. All in all, the budget looks pretty good. Treas-
urer’s Report approved as presented with a big “thank-you” to Julie for all the work!

Under Old Business, we discussed the theme for the Pledge Campaign. Kay has composed 4 readings that
will be used on 4 Sundays in October. There will be a WINDOW from the church involved with a
developing theme throughout the month. Members from the Stewardship Committee will do a short
presentation on each of the 4 Sundays. The covered dish dinner in October will be sponsored by the
Deacons rather than Stewardship. The Calendar of Events will be updated in October, and Kay will make
copies of the present one so we can have working copies to edit.

For New Business, Pastor Will shared that there is an “odd” Sunday in the month of November with the
way Thanksgiving falls. He suggested that we use that Sunday to focus on a “THANK-YOU” to the
congregation for all they have done $$$$$$ this year. With our pledge drive, October will be a month of
WHAT WE NEED, and November a month of WHAT YOU’RE DOING. The need of a new copier was
discussed with a price tag of approximately $5,000. A Neighbors in Need letter was shared, and again, our
decision is to have more of a local focus. Another correspondence was from St. Peter’s United Church of
Christ in Tremont, Pa., asking for some assistance with the event of 3 floods in the last few weeks. Could
some OCWM monies be used here? More discussion and advice needed. The final letter was from
TREHAB, stating that Susquehanna County was directly affected by the floods and are in need of extra do-
nations for the Feed a Friend program. Craig suggested we set up a donation station for the SUSQUE-
HANNA COUNTY CHURCHES DESSERT FOOD COLLECTION.

Jo Ann reminded us of the Halloween Party for HVA on October 21 at 1:00 PM. Final plans will be made
at the October Stewardship meeting. Meeting was closed with the ENVELOPE STUFFING MARATHON
for the Stewardship Pledge Drive.

Next meeting will be Thursday, October 18 at 7:00PM
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Trustee Minutes

September 10, 2018

We reviewed and discussed repairs being made on the church. Kandy will contact the insurance adjuster
for an update on our expenditures and allowances so that we can get a clearer picture of our budget. We
are looking for a painter to do some needed painting on the exterior of the church. We are also looking
into having the front corner of the lecture hall lifted so that we can have siding installed on the lecture
hall in the future. The sewer pump will need to be moved. An excavator will be hired to dig a new location
for the pump installation off to the side of the porch. Work has begun on the steeple. Hopefully, the roof
will be completed after completion of the steeple.
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Christian Education Minutes

September 2, 2018

The following items were discussed: A teacher at one of the local schools was doing a scholastic project
involving providing a new book each month for the students in her class to read and enjoy. Kandy is con-
tacting Mountain View to see if perhaps we could adopt a class to do the same thing. More to come.

September 9, 2018, Sunday school began with a breakfast for the children. They will sharpen pencils to be
put in the pew boxes along with the papers that are normally in the boxes.

Fall festival: Children will help set up games and tables for the festival on September 16, 2018. September
23, 2018, the study of “The Bible in a Year” will continue with the book of Psalms.

Interfaith Clothing Drive

Yes, it's that time of year again to begin our drive for fall/winter clothing for Interfaith. The bin is lo-
cated in the Gathering Room . Only items for Fall/Winter clothing will be accepted at this time, if you

have other clothing please wait for our Spring/Summer clothing drive to donate them. Thank you for
all that you donate.

Love in Christ, The
Stewardship Committee

BYOB.... Bring your own blanket!

We are asking for extra or unused blanket/s that can be used in the pews until the

new pew cushions arrive. The new cushions are not expected to be in until
October.

Pastor Will has sat in our pews and reports that without pew padding, you will be
uncomfortable in time. We know people will come to church not thinking to bring
something to make themselves more comfortable while seated.

We are asking that you leave your blanket/s in the pew/s until they
are no longer needed. All blankets will be returned in October or
donated to Ugly Quilts if you do not want your blanket returned. Any
help will be appreciated.

Thank you, Deacons!
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Missionary
9-18-18
Ginny Ahearn opened with the Least Coin prayer.
Maureen Warren gave the treasurer’s report: Donate $1970 from yard sale (to Partnership in Hope)
Donate $82 collected all groups for Least Coin(to Church Women United)

Total: $1233.54 available
Ginny Ahearn gave a report describing the inception and purpose of the Least Coin. It encourages women
all over the world to pray for peace and reconciliation in their own lives and for the world and to add a coin
(the least) to a container as an offering each time they pray for this. The lease coin is used so that all can
participate. Prayer transcends all barriers.

Correspondence:

1.-One of the churches in Japan that we support with Christmas greetings and picture sent us a
card with their picture in it. They are still suffering from the radiation from the reactor disaster in Japan.

2.-CareNet sent a letter outlining their services to young mothers and fathers. They have a fund-
raising banquet on October 11, 2018 at 6:30 at Elk Mountain. Representatives from missionary will attend
and give our sponsorship donation of $100.

3.-Daily Bread: they have received our request to reduce the number of Daily Bread’s . The
Missionary donation was paid by Maureen Warren in September.

Missionary Yard Sale: We will participate in the Christmas in Montrose Celebration this year No-
vember 30 — December 2. We will be located at St. Paul’s or Lee’s Furniture (TBD). We will begin our col-
lection of Yard Sale things now though November 29", We will separate out Log Cabin Attic Treasure items
from the overall donations as much as possible. We will contact Interfaith to determine what their needs
are and separate those items also.

Election Day Bake Sale: November 6. We will contact the Fire Hall to determine if we may hold a
Bake Sale on Election Day again. We will ask the congregation to assist us in this endeavor by making an-
nouncements and putting up a bake goods sign up sheet. We will also ask for help manning the table.

Disaster Kits: October 1- November 15. The Penn NE Conference and the PA SE Conference
suffered massive flooding. Over 1000 clean-up kits and hygiene kits were sent in from the CWS (Church
World Service) to our area. We will be collecting items to make both clean-up and hygiene kits to help re-
stock the supply of these for the next disaster.

Teacher Support: We will contact Dr. Lake at Mountain View School to see what we can do to help
support our teachers after the Christmas holidays.

Next Meeting: October 16, 2018
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Disaster Relief

Northeastern Pennsylvania suffered massive flooding. Our own area suffered significant flooding
and damage. Over 1000 clean-up kits and hygiene kits were sent into Susquehanna County from the CWS
(Church World Service). We will be collecting items to make both clean-up and hygiene kits to help restock
the supply of these kits for the next disaster. We are serving our church, our community, our state, our
country and the world!

Below you will find the list of items for each type of kits. Please stick closely to the requirements as we
have been instructed to make each kit identical. Collection box is in the Gathering Room.

Thank you,
Missionary Group First Church
Contact: Holli Chichester 301-643-1775 or 570-851-5109

CWS Hygiene Kit

Supplies needed:

One hand towel measuring approximately 15”x 28” to 16”x 32”
(no fingertip, bath, dish towel or micro-fiber)

One washcloth

One wide-tooth comb removed from the package

One finger nail or toe nail clipper removed from the package

One bath size bar of soap in the wrapper

One toothbrush in the package

Ten standard size Band-aids

CWS Emergency Cleanup Buckets
Supplies needed:
One five-gallon bucket with re-sealable lid
Four scouring pads
Seven sponges, including one large
One scrub brush
Eighteen reusable cleaning towels (e.g. Easy Wipes)
One 50 oz. or two 25 oz. bottle(s) of liquid laundry detergent
One 16-28 oz. bottle of liquid disinfectant dish soap
One 12-16 oz. bottle of household cleaner that can be mixed with water (no spray bottles)
One package of 48-50 clothespins
Clothesline, two 50 ft. or one 100 ft.
Five dust masks
Two pairs non surgical latex gloves
One pair work gloves, cotton with leather palm or all leather
24-28 heavy duty/contractor type 30-45 gallon trash bags on a roll and
removed from carton
One 6-9 oz. bottle of non-aerosol insect repellent

All cleaning items must be new!!
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The Missionary Group is sponsoring a yard sale during the Christmas in Montrose event November 30 -
December 2. The proceeds will go to help sponsors two Nicaraguan Missionaries living in Nicaragua.
These native Nicaraguans have dedicated themselves to working to improve the living conditions of their
fellow Nicaraguans by helping to develop community leaders and working to improve skills within the
community.

We will be collecting anything to be sold in a yard sale:

All Christmas decorations, lightly used Clothing, shoes, bedding, electrical appliances, lighting, TVs, furni-
ture, household items, kitchen items, tools, yard stuff, toys, baby items, bikes, etc.

Please bring any items to the lecture hall and label them “Yard Sale” now through November 28th.
If you would like a pick up, please contact Holli Chichester at 301-643-1775 or 570-851-5109
or hollischichester@gmail.com.

Thank you, Missionary Group
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Come and stroll through the Memorial Garden and visit
the Plaques placed there in memory of loved ones.

Memorial Plaque Information
Are you interested in having a plaque attached to the memorial stone in the memorial garden?
One may have a plaque ordered by doing the following:  Cost---$25.00

Send check (made out to First Congregational-UCC) along with name of person and the year of
birth and the year they passed away to the office.

The office will then proceed to order the plaque and have it placed on the stone.

Thank you.

3k 3t sk sk sk s sk s sk sk sk sk sk sk s s s sk sk s sk st s sk sk sk sk skoskosk skok

14




Church

":Rededkaﬁon

A %




£
13




“The first GAME ON

When: Friday, Sept. 28th 6:00pm-8:00pm

Where: Harford First Congregational church "’lf,"
Who: EVERYONE

Kicking it off with a,
Famlly Outdoor Movie!

ring a friend * Relax * Don't forget your i
blankets and/or chairs g

THE MOVIE WILL BE MOVED lNSlDE ,
IF NECESSARY! N

,,,,,,,
------

i ‘ea.se e Contact Ta.mmy Stout W1th any questlons
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This month’s Sponsor

In Memory of Hank Butler

From Lynn Butler

Susquehanna County Library Help
Do you every shop at ShurSave Supermarket?

One may register their ShurSave Gold Card at the store’s customer
service counter or online (www.shursavemarkets.com-programs/Gold

Card Program)

The Susquehanna County Library will receive $.03 for each can or package of these brands:
Best Yet, Nature’s Finest, Top Care, Domestix, Academix and others not mentioned in the
newspaper article. Hopefully you will be able to sign up on your next shopping trip or from
your computer.

Spire Sponsors

We need Sponsors to help us cover the cost of printing
and mailing the Spire. Please let us know if you can
help. The sponsorship can be in Memory or in
Honor of someone or just a donation.

Mailing costs approximately
$50/month.

Reader Alert: If you would like to be a Reader during our
Church Services and are not already on the Reader List, please
contact Priscilla Allen at 570-434-2383 or rmallen@nep.net.
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Worship Assistants

Greeters Ushers
October 7 Ginny Ahearn October 7 Bill &Holli Chichester
14 Karen Jones 14 Melissa Clarkson/Kay Gow
21 21 The Stout Family
28 Jean Bonham 28 Bonnie/Payton Colwell
Readers
October 7 Karen Jones
14 Alice Archer
21 Julie Kesten
28 Bailey Millard

October Birthdays and anniversaries

October 02  Ken and Betty Lou Bennett
Brandon Zick
October 04  Wayne and Kandy Wellman
October 07  Matthew and Elissa Mitchell
Gary Phillips
October 10  Bridget (Zick) and Ben Sherring
October 11  Paula Millard
October 12 Craig and Tammy Stout
October 13 Laura Jane Moser
October 20  Sharon Kinney
Michelle Allen
Kelly Feduchak
Ghulam Nasrani
October 23  Rebecca Gardner
October 24  Rupert Carey
October 27  Laurie Grant
Alice Watkins
October 28  Joyce Berish
October 30  Maureen Warren
Notice: Please send all material for the Spire to

Firstchurchspire@gmail.com
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Correspondence
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Dear First Congregational Church-UCC,

My husband Harold and I would like to sponsor the Spire in memory of my brother,
William “Butch” Hagenbuch for whatever month is open. The most recent September issue was
full of all the activities and outreach that speaks volumes of your church. Surely a testimony of
your faith at work.

Shalom, Harold and Jean H. Kretzing
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A heartfelt thank you goes out to the following individuals and committees who helped make the Fall Fes-
tival a success:

Craig, Tammy, and Mikeala Stout, Bonnie and Peyton Colwell, Bailey Millard
Melissa, Alyssa, and Evan Clarkson, Pastor Will

Boy Scouts and leader Scott Heiss
Cub Scout leader Heather Simmons
Missionary Society

Without all of you and those who attended nothing would have happened.
Again many thanks.
Love in Christ, Kay Gow
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Kevin Tingley
Nancy Marr

Victims of Flooding

Family of Todd Garlocck

Sandy Zupanovich
Prayer Concerns

Family of Carolyn Jennings

Nicholas (Great Grandson of the Weidemans) Family of Walt Ackley
Family of Dave Gow Family Bill Robinson
Family of Patty Zick Tom Salansky

Patrick Simons Charlie Pompey
Scott Klenk Dan Price

John Zimmerman Alice Watkins

Home Bound

The Carey Family Catherine Escandel
Dorothy Greene Barbara Pease
Alice Watkins

Address and Directory Change

Mr./Mrs. John/Lola Zimmerman
4136 SR 2002

Hop Bottom, Pa. 18824
570-289-8687

BevsArt.com|
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First Congregational Church

United Church of Christ

5016 Creek Road

PO Box217

Harford, PA 18823

Tel.570-434-2260

Email: firstch@nep.net

Spire email: firstchurchspire@gmail.com
Web URL: http://www?2.nep.net/~firstch/

Rev. William Hagenbuch —Pastor
Home Phone: 570-434-7729
Email: wrh@nep.net

Office Hours: Mon. 4-5:30 pm

Judy Mitchell —Sec
Hours: Tues. 1-5 pm
Thurs or Fri 11am -

.....the people in darkness have seen a great light
Isaiah 9:2

Join Us Each Sunday!!
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